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WIPO HOW THE MADRID SYSTEM WORKS

The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) is the international body with responsibility for
coordinating and, wherever possible, harmonising the intellectual property regimes between
countries throughout the world. Particular mechanisms established by WIPO include PCT for patents,
the Madrid system for trade marks, and the Hague system for designs. It should be noted that
ultimately the protection and enforcement of intellectual property in any particular country is the
responsibility of that country.

As mentioned in the Masterclass the Madrid system enables the trade mark applicant to file one
application that potentially provides the applicant with trade mark coverage in multiple countries
(provided they are members of the Madrid System). This approach can provide cost savings and
streamline the process.

WIPO have prepared the following document which outlines the basic principles of the Madrid
System.

The WIPO website is: www.wipo.int


http://www.wipo.int/

How the Madrid System Works

The International Trademark Registration Process
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Stage 1 — Application through your National or Regional IP Office (Office of origin)

Before you can file an international application, you need to have already registered, or have filed an application,
in your “home” IP office. The registration or application is known as the basic mark. You then need to submit
your international application through this same IP Office, which will certify and forward it to WIPO.

Stage 2 — Formal examination by WIPO

WIPO only conducts a formal examination of your international application. Once approved, your mark is
recorded in the International Register and published in the WIPO Gazette of International Marks. WIPO will then


https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/madridgazette/

send you a certificate of your international registration and notify the IP Offices in all the territories where you
wish to have your mark protected.

More

It is important to note that the scope of protection of an international registration is not known at this stage in the
process.lt is only determined after substantive examination and decision by the IP Offices in the territories in
which you seek protection, as outlined in Stage 3.

Stage 3 — Substantive examination by National or Regional IP Offices (Office of the designated
Contracting Party)

The IP Offices of the territories where you want to protect your mark will make a decision within the applicable
time limit (12 or 18 months) in accordance with their legislation. WIPO will record the decisions of the IP Offices
in the International Register and then notify you.

More

If an IP Office refuses to protect your mark, either totally or partially, this decision will not affect the decisions of
other IP Offices. You can contest a refusal decision directly before the IP Office concerned in accordance with its
legislation. If an IP Office accepts to protect your mark, it will issue a statement of grant of protection.

The international registration of your mark is valid for 10 years. You can renew the registration at the end of each
10-year period directly with WIPO with effect in the designated Contracting Parties concerned.

Moving forward

If you wish to proceed to file an application, refer to:

How to search before filing

How to file an application

How to monitor an application and registration
How to manage a registration


https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_madrid_works.html#accordion__collapse__01
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_madrid_works.html#accordion__collapse__02
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/search/
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/file/
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/monitor/
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/manage/

Find out more
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International Registration of Marks: Objectives, Main Features, Advantages

Download

Video: How to use the Madrid System.


https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=4045
https://www.wipo.int/tools/en/privacy_policy.html
https://www.wipo.int/publications/en/details.jsp?id=4045
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